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REPORT of Richard Griffith , Esq., dated 5 June 1851. 



My Lord and Gentlemen, 

According to your request I have the honour to submit for your considera- 
tion a Report ou the present state of the lands, and of the tenantry resident on 
the Crown lands of King William’s Town, situate in the county of Cork, toge- 
ther with some suggestions as to future ai’rangements connected with this 
property ; but as the improvements at King William’s Town have attracted some 
share of public attention, and as nearly 20 years have elapsed since the works 
were commenced, it would appear to be desirable, previously to entering into the 
details connected with the works, management, and results, to give a brief state- 
ment of the origin of the undertaking, as well as of the peculiar circumstances 
which may render it desirable to discontinue the improvements at the present 
time. 

The making experiments at the public expense, connected with the improve- 
ment of waste lands in Ireland, originated in the recommendation of the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons of the year 1830 ; and a Treasury Minute, 
dated the 21st of January 1831, was issued in consequence ; — 

“ My Lords read that portion of the Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons on the State of the Poor in Ireland, which relates to drain- 
ings and embankments, and have also before them various reports on the bog and 
mountain districts of Ireland. 

“ My Lords advert to the opinion expressed in these reports with respect to the 
beneficial consequences which may be expected to arise from the improvement, 
and reclamation of these waste lands ; and to the statements, that yielding the 
ordinary rates of profit on the capital 'invested, they would lead to the creation 
not only of a transitory but of a permanent demand for productive labour, accom- 
panied by arise in the rate of wages, and a general improvement in the condition 
of the poor. 
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“ My Lords read the following passage from the Report under their 
review : — • 

“ * Viewing this subject in relation to the general interests of the country, the 
preservation of the peace, the relations of landlord and tenant, and the extension 
of wealth, Your Committee, though they depart reluctantly from what they con- 
sider a general principle, ventured to recommend the trial of one or two 
experiments, on a limited scale, at the public expense. 

“ ‘They feel confident that such a mode of proceeding would lead to the appli- 
cation of private capital to the same object, and would ultimately act most 
materially on the wealth and industry of the country.’ 

“ My Lords do not feel themselves called upon to adopt these opinions to 
their fullest extent, but perceiving from the evidence of Mr. Weale, an officer in 
the Land Revenue Department, that the Crown is in possession of a mountain 
estate in Ireland, every acre of which is stated to be capable of a high state of 
cultivation, My Lords are of opinion, that it may be desirable that the Crown, 
in its capacity of landlord, should undertake the discharge of those duties which 
it is so necessary and important that the ordinary inheritors of the landed estates 
should perform towards their respective tenantry. 

“ My Lords consider that this interposition of the Crown may at once afford 
an example, and give a stimulus to the landed proprietors^ of Ireland, as well as 
bring to the test of experiment those various propositions of Parliamentary 
Commissioners and Committees which recommend as an object of the highest 
national importance the reclamation of the waste lands of Ireland, ascertained to 
exceed in area 5,000,000 of acres. 

“ Write to the Commissioners of Woods, transmitting a copy of this Minute, 
and requesting their early opinion with regard to the principle on which it is 
founded ; direct them at the same time to furnish My Lords with their sugges- 
tions with respect to the mode in which this principle may best be carried into 
effect, as well as an estimate of the amount of money that may be required. 

“ Direct the Commissioners of Woods to ascertain whether, in any individual 
instance in which they might recommend an experiment of this nature, there 
is a fair prospect that it may be found a profitable investment of the capital 
laid out. 

“ My Lords would urge on the attention of the Commissioners of Woods, that 
to make this experiment really useful or applicable to other cases, it must be 
regulated by the most severe economy, and the greatest precision in the 
accounts, and that the production of periodical reports should be enforced, by a 
reference to which the proprietors of bogs generally, or companies ancl public 
bodies, may hereafter judge how far they may be enabled to apply and extend 
these principles to other cases. 

“ As a preliminary to carrying out the Treasury instructions, Mr. Weale, the 
officer alluded to in the minute, was directed to prepare a statement of the mea-r 
sures which, in his opinion, would be necessary to bring into a state of improved 
cultivation the Crown lands called the Lands of Pobble O’Keeffe, in the barony 
of Duhallow, and county of Cork, and to submit any observations or suggestions 
which may appear to him likely to assist the Board in the consideration of the 
expediency of undertaking, at the expense of the Crown, the execution of such 
improvements.” 

As this statement is given at length in the First Report on the experimental 
improvements at King William’s Town (Pobble O’Keeffe), printed by order of 
the House of Commons in March 1834, it is unnecessary to recapitulate the 
grounds on which Mr. Weale recommended, in the first instance, the opening of 
two great leading lines of road through the district, one of which would pass 
through the Crown lands of King William’s Town (Pobble O’Keeffe), and 
secondly, the general agricultural improvement of the Crown estate. 

The suggestions of Mr. Weale having* been adopted, and the grand juries of 
the counties of Cork and Kerry having granted presentments to the amount of 
one-third of the estimates for the roads, as far as each was contained in the 

respective 
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respective counties, the execution of the works was entrusted to my care, and Report of 

in my first general report, dated 25th January 1834, on the progress made up to Griffith, Eaq. 

that time, I described the district through which the roads had been laid out, *" 

and stated that it formed the south-western portion of that great tract of unculti- 
vated and nearly deserted country, which is bounded on the north by the River 
Shannon, in the counties of Limerick and Kerry ; on the south by the valley of 
the River Blackwater, in the county of Cork, from Kanturk to Shanough 
Cross, and in continuation of the same line to Killarney, in the county of Kerry ; 
on the west by the comparatively cultivated country extending from Killarney 
by Tralee to Tarbert, in the county of Kerry ; and on the east by the fertile 
limestone district, extending southward from the River Shannon, at Foynes, in 
the county of Limerick, by Newcastle and Liscarroll to Kanturk, in the county 
of Cork. 

The district comprehended within the above limits upwards of 970 square 
miles, and previously to the commencement of Public Works, in the year 1822, 
it contained no road passable for wheel carriages, and the population were in a 
state of destitution and misery. 

The works that had at that time been completed in this district consisted of 
three great lines of road; the first extending from Newcastle, in the county 
of Limerick, by Abbeyfeale to Castle Island, in the county of Kerry, a length of 
27 miles ; the second crossing the district nearly at right angles to the first, and 
opened the country between Listowel, in the county of Kerry, and Newmarket, 
in the county of Cork, a distance of 32 miles ; and the third extends from 
Newmarket towards Charleville, in the county of Cork, for a distance of 
14 miles. 

In my Report, laid before Parliament in the month of June 1831, I had the 
pleasure to notice the great improvement which had then taken place in the 
moral habits and industry of the inhabitants of the mountain country, which was 
mainly attributable to the opening of the new roads. In the year 1822 the 
district was the focus of disturbance and bloodshed; in 1831 it presented an 
example of peace and prosperity ; and I have the gratification to state that it still 
maintains the same character. 

The ne\v roads which were undertaken in connexion with the Pobble O’Keeffe 
or King William’s Town improvements, traverse the south-western part of the 
uncultivated district already described. 

The principal line of communication commences at Castle Island, in the 
county of Kerry, and passing through the Crown lands of King William’s Town, 
extends by Boherbuy and Dromagh Colliery to Roskecn Bridge, over the 
Blackwater, 7 J miles above Mallow, the total length being 32 miles 5 furlongs 
and 10 perches. 

The other commences at Shanough Cross, on the road from Killarney by 
Millstreet to Cork, and joins the main new road from Castle Island, at 
Clonbanin Colliery, near Dromagh; length, nine miles three furlongs and two 
perches. 

The total sum expended in forming these new roads, including several large 
bridges, amounted to 23,812 1. Total length completed being 42 miles and 10 
perches. 

The Castle Island and Roskeen road has opened a direct communication 
through the previously uncultivated district, situated between Tralee and Cork, 
and it is seven miles shorter than the post road through Killarney ; and the 
road from Shanough Cross to Clonbanin completes the direct communication 
between Killarney and Mallow, and thence with the east coast at Dungarvon 
and Waterford. 

Previously to the commencement of these roads the southern portion of the 
district was nearly inaccessible, particularly the part lying between Castle 
Island and the village of Boherbuy, and consequently the land was neglected 
and uncultivated ; the people were ill-fed, ill-clothed, and wretchedly housed. 

At the present time the whole of the agricultural traffic for the northern 
portion of the county of Kerry passes along the new road, as being the best 
637 . , a 2 as 
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Report of as well as most direct line to the city of Cork, which is the principal 
R, Griffith, Esq. market. 

The expenditure of so large a sum of money as 23,800 1., in a country in 
which no works had hitherto been undertaken, produced a striking effect. 
Numerous houses have been erected adjoining the new roads of a superior class to 
those hitherto occupied by the peasantry of the country ; and the progress of 
land improvement and cultivation was rapid and extensive up to the end of the 
year 1845; in the year 1846 the famine commenced, the effects of which, 
combined with the general reduction of the prices of agricultural produce, has 
paralysed all exertion, and apathy and wretchedness have succeeded to industry 
and exertion. 



AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENTS AT KING WILLIAM’S TOWN. 



Concurrently with the execution of the road works, attention was directed to 
the improvement of the Crown estate at King William’s Town, which, as 
already described in former reports, is situate at the western extremity of the 
barony of Duhallow, in the county of Cork, and on the confines of that county 
with the county of Kerry. 

The estate is nearly seven miles in length from north to south, and about one 
mile and a quarter from east to west, thus forming a comparatively narrow strip, 
hounded on the west by the River Blackwater, near to its source, and on the 
east by the summit of the ridge which separates the valley of the Blackwater 
from that of the Ountargle river. The line of new road from Castle Island to 
Cork crosses the estate in a north-west and south-east direction, and divides it 
nearly into two equal portions. 

This may he considered as the main opening, inasmuch as it connects it 
by an excellent line of road with the city of Cork, the great mart of the south 
of Ireland, and also with the export market of Tralee, from which it is distant 
20 statute miles. 



Previously to the commencement of the roads in the month of October 1832, 
the Crown estate may be said to have been inaccessible to wheel carnages, and 
in consequence no lands were in cultivation beyond what were absolutely 
necessavy to supply the population with potatoes, and a small quantity of oats, 
the chief part of which must have been ground in querns or handmills, there 
beino' no mill accessible except with difficulty by back loads on horses. As 
might be expected under such circumstances, the lands remained nearly in 
a state of nature. 



In addition to the great line of road, branch roads were formed one of which 
has been carried in a southern direction from the mam road to Mount Infant, 
from which place there was a tolerably good county road to the town ot 
Millstreet. 

The second branch commenced at King William’s Town, and crossing the 
estate in a north-eastern direction, opened a direct communicafon with the 
t ow n of Newmarket, and in continuation with Charlevilie, and the markets and 
fairs of the counties of Limerick and Tipperary. 

In addition to the public road, one leading farm road has been completed 
through the centre of the southern portion of the estate, extending from the 
Mount Infant road, at the Model Farm, to Toorenclassagh, for a length of nearly 
three miles, and numerous short roads have also been made, connecting the 
principal farm with the main road. 



IMPROVEMENTS AT KING WILLIAM'S TOWN. 



Soon after the commencement of the road-work in the year 1833, it became 
necessary to erect a house, to be afterwards used as an im. and carman 3 stage, 
in which the superintendent of the works might, reside, and keep his accounts 
and pay office : the site selected was on the side of the new road close to the 
River Blackwater, where the new road to Castle Island and Tralee crossed that 
river, The 
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The plan, elevation, and estimate of this building is contained in the report on Report of 
the experimental improvements at King William’s Town, printed by order of the R - Gri J lth > ts T 
House of Commons in the year 1834 ; it was erected during the year 1833, and 
a small part of the adjoining boggy land was drained and reclaimed for the 
purpose of providing hay for the Government horses used on the road works. 

Subsequently, during the year 1836, two cottages, to be occupied by a smith 
and carpenter, and also new houses to be used as country shops to supply the 
artificers and labourers employed on the works were erected, and in continua- 
tion, as occasion required, other houses, as well as a large school-house, having 
separate school-rooms for male and female scholars, were erected along the side 
of the new road to the east of the inn, and thus the village of King William’s 
Town was formed ; and owing to the slightly ornamental character of the 
several buildings, and the general cleanliness preserved, the new mountain 
village attracted much attention, and a commendation from the passing stranger. 

Concurrently with the buildings just mentioned, the plans, elevations, and 
estimates for the whole of which are in the report printed in 1834, already 
referred to, the neighbouring bog and moory lands were enclosed, drained, and 
reclaimed, comprehending on the whole 133 £ acres of land, 6o i acres of 
which were ultimately let along with the inn to Mr. Roche, who still occupies 
both, and who has been hitherto very successful in the management both ot the 
inn and carman’s stage, as well as of the land, for which he pays a rent of 48/. 
per annum. 

The school has been for several years and still continues in full operation, 
with an average attendance of 30 boys and 26 girls each day. 

The whole of the houses in the village are occupitaj, each for the purpose for 
which it was originally intended, and the rents received make a fair return for 
the amount expended. 

MODEL FARM. 

The Model Farm, situated on a rising ground to the east of King William’s 
Town, contains 391a. 1 r. 28 p. of mountain laud; when first occupied it was 
valued for sale at the average rate of 3 s. 4 J d. per acre, and according to the 
tenement valuation recently made by the valuators for the general valuation 
of Ireland for poor law and county assessments, its moderate rent value is now 
given as 142/. 10s. lid., equal to 7s. 3d. per acre, including the value of the 
farm buildings. 

Originally this farm consisted of a nearly unprofitable waste, composed of wet 
moory mountain and deep bog. At the present time it contains 27C acres of 
arable land and meadow in lair order, 93 J acres of pasture land, which has 
been enclosed and drained, and portions of which have been manured with 
a top dressing, consisting of lime mixed with earth, and 22 acres of plan- 
ta tions. 

On this farm a neat and substantial farm-house and offices were erected in the 
year 1837, in which Mr. Boyan, the general agent and manager of the estate 
"and its improvements, resides, and who also conducted the whole of the works, 

.including the new road, in a very satisfactory manner. 

In concluding this head, I beg to refer in this place to the following abstract 
of the expenditure and receipts on the Model Farm, from the commencement up 
to the present time, by which it appears, notwithstanding the failure of the 
potato crop, hitherto the main stay of the Irish mountain farmer, that of the 
entire sum hitherto expended on the Model Farm in buildings, reclamation, and 
ordinary agricultural works, amounting on the whole to 12,897/. 4a. 10 d., the 
sum of 8,604/. 8s. has been repaid, leaving a balance which may be said to be 
sunk, amounting to 4,292/. 16s. 10 d . 

But it is to be observed, according to the recent tenement valuation made by 
the Commissioner of Valuation for Poor Law and County Assessments, and 
which has been calculated according to the present depressed state of agriculture 
in the southern counties, that the annual value of the Model Farm, as a whole, 
including; the farm-house and extensive offices, amounts to 222/. 185.' 3 d. 

637 . A 3 Wlien 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Report of 
Ji. Griffith, Esq. 



6 REPORT ON THE IMPROVEMENTS ON THE 

When previously to the commencement of operations, at a time when com and 
produce were high, the value of the same lands offered for sale amounted onljr 
to 102/. 12s. 3 d., showing an increase of value at the present time of 
120 l. 6 s. 

Comparing the sum sunk, viz. 4,292 l. 16 s. 10 d., with the return by increased 
value of 120 l. 6 s., it appears that there is a return in the form of interest on the 
sum sunk, amounting to 2 l. 16 s. per cent, per annum. 

But it should be observed, that owing to the loss of the potato crop, and the 
reduction in the prices of agricultural produce, the value of land in mountain 
districts has fallen at least one-fourth from what it would have been had prices 
continued as they were in 1845 ; hence we need not be surprised that the return 
for expenditure is less than was originally contemplated. 

It is also to be observed, that owing to the extraordinary mortality among the 
superior herd of cattle ou the Model Farm, which took place during the year 
1850, that farm sustained a loss amounting to 463 /.6 s. 6 d. 

Had the above sum been added to the present available stock on the farm, the 
total amount sunk would have been reduced from 4,292/. 16 s. 10 d. to 
3 , 829 /. 10 s. 4 d., and taking the increase in the value of the land, as above, 
viz. 120 1. 6s., we would have had a return equal to 3 /. 2 s. 9 d. per cent., in- 
stead of 21. 16 s. 



GENERAL ABSTRACT, MODEL FARM. 



Return of Receipts and Expenditure on the Town Farm, Model Farm, and 
on Lot 36, in Glencollins, from the Commencement of the Improvements 
in 1832 to 31st December 1850. 



The receipts and expenditure on Lot 36 were always included in those of the 
Town Farm and Model Farm. 

The interest of the capital sunk on the improvements of the foregoing lots is 
made out a9 follows ; viz. 

The gross expenditure on the land improvements on the £. s. d. 
above three lots, from the commencement in 1832 to 31st 
December 1850, is - - - - " * - 12,197 4 10 

I £. s. d. 



Amount expended on buildings, Model Far ml 
house - 

Amount expended on three yards and farm"! 
offices ------ -J 



228 14 4 

471 5 8 



Total amount of Expenditure 



700 - - 



12,897 4 10 



Deduct amount received for farm produce' 
within the above dates - - - - 

Valuation of cattle, sheep, horses, hay, ficc. in' 
December 1850 - - - 



Total amount sunk 



Original value of the Town Farm previous to' 
the improvements - 

Ditto - - Model Farm 

Ditto - - Lot 36 



Deduct original value 



8,046 6 - 

658 2 - 



8,604 8 - 



- £. j 


4,292 16 10 




Tenement Valuation 




in 1850. 


23 - - : 


55 1 4 


66 - - 


142 10 11 


13 12 3 


25 6 - 


102 12 3 


222 18 3 



102 12 3 



Increase in value in 1850 - 



Total amount sunk, as above 
Total increase in value - 
Making a return equal to 



£.4,292 16 10 
120 6 - 

2 16 - percent. 
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BUILDINGS ON THE CROWN ESTATE GENERALLY. R Griffith, Esq. 

In regard to buildings on the estate generally, I may mention that in addi- 
tion to those erected at King William’s Town, and the Model Farm, new farm 
houses have been erected on allotments hereinafter mentioned, and which have 
been fully described in the several Reports relative to the Crown Lands of 
King William’s Town, printed by order of the House of Commons in the years 
1834, 1836, 1839, and 1844. 

OF THE CROWN ESTATE GENERALLY. 

The Crown Estate for the most part occupies an elevated position, and is 
exposed nearly throughout its entire length to the blast from the Atlantic Ocean ; 
hence the climate is wet and ungenial. 

As already mentioned, the village of King William’s Town, situate on the 
River Blackwater, near its source, is elevated 600 feet above the level of the sea, 
and the average elevation of the estate may be about 800 feet above the sea. 

The strata of the country in which the Crown lands are situated consist of 
alternations of hard quartzoze, sandstone, and grey and black shale, the whole 
forming a portion of the great southern coal district of Ireland, many parts of 
which contain thick and valuable beds of non-flaming coal, similar to that of 
Kilkenny, and of anthracite or culm, which latter is much used in the country 
for burning lime for agricultural purposes ; and thin beds of anthracite occur 
in the Crown lands to the south of the village, and have been worked to a con- 
siderable extent for the purpose of burning lime for the improvement of the estate 
during the last 10 years. 

As might he expected from lands situated in such a climate, and from the dis- 
integration of the strata described, the surface, when uncultivated, is usually 
found to consist of a stratum of bog, varying from 9 to 36 inches in depth, 
beneath which is a sub-soil of white sandy clay, or of blue or grey tenacious clay. 

The latter is found where the shale predominates, and the former in the 
vicinity of the sandstone beds. 

Unpromising as a Burface composed of such _ materials may at first sight 
appear, experience has proved that by a due admixture of the clayey substratum 
with the boggy surface, a soil is produced, which, when sufficiently drained, 
exposed to the air by winter fallow, and manured with lime, is capable of pro- 
ducing crops of potatoes, oats and meadow hay, fully equal to the apparently 
more favoured soils of the lower country ; and if it were not for the dampness 
of the climate, and the constant fogs, three-fourths of the surface of the Crown 
lands would be capable of producing com crops, as not more than one-fourth 
part exceeds the elevation of 809 feet above the level of the sea. 

But taking into consideration the natural dampness of the climate, and the 
exposure of the lands to the western blast, the improvements have been con- 
ducted more with a view to the production of pasture and meadow than of corn ; 
and the attention of the tenants has been directed to the rearing of young cattle 
and the production of butter in preference to cereal crops. In this view the 
farms have been laid out, varying in size according to circumstances, from 60 
to 80, 160 and 200 acres ; the smaller farms being situated at the southern 
extremity, where the climate is better, and the larger at the northern, where the 
elevation is greatest, and the soil of inferior quality ; but. no extensive improve- 
ments should be undertaken unless lime, the great fertilizer of the soil, can be 
procured at a moderate rate. The nearest limestone quarries to the Crown lands 
are situated one at Oarrigdulkeen, in the county of Kerry, on the estate of the 
Earl of Kenmare, seven miles south-west of King William’s Town, where a 
quarry has been rented for the use of the estate . for several years. 

According to the survey and valuation of the Crown lands of King William’s 
Town, as revised in the year 1828, previously to our commencing operations, 
the lands in possession of the Crown were thus classed : 
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Under partial cultivation, consisting of dis- 
persed parcels of coarse liea'hy meadows, rushy 
bottom meadows, and coarse pasture lands, with f 

some arable 

Mountaiu pasture entirely unreclaimed 
Heathy bog and turbary .... 

Total - - 



Contents in 
Statute Measure. 
A. R. r. 



3,748 0 37 
103 1 30 



4,977 1 3 



Estimated 
Yearly Rents. 
£. 5. d. 



175 11 11 
6 5 3 



The estate contained six. tovvnlands, each of which were held in common, 
though not in equal proportions, by a great number of families, some having six, 
some four, some two, but the greater number only one portion. Excepting a 
small field immediately adjoining the dwelling-house, the same individual never 
occupied the same land for two years in succession ; in consequence, no permanent 
improvements were attempted by any individual, because all the copartners 
would be equally benefited by the improvement, and hence the land was suffered 
to remain in a state of nature, except such small portions as were required to 
produce potatoes as food for the respective families. 

As a preliminary therefore to all future improvement, it became necessary to 
remodel the estate, with a view to allot to each occupier a farm suitable to his 
power of improving and cultivating it ; and as the entire estate was at the time 
held by the occupants in tenancy from year to year, there were no difficulties to 
be overcome, except the prejudices of the people, who were wedded to their old 
system and habits; at the same time the more intelligent among them approved 
of the proposed arrangement generally, but conceived it to be impossible to 
carry out the principle without causing much discontent, as well as injustice, to 
some parties. 

In order to- try what could be done, the entire estate was divided into farms, 
and it was determined, as far as it was practicable, that tenants should be named 
for each lot who had formerly occupied the land, or at least a portion of it; that 
the. selection in each case be made according to the industry and capital of the 
individuals, but where the claims of two applicants were nicely balanced in 
these respects, lots might be drawn for the choice of one, two or more farms. 

That each tenant when named should be put in possession of his farm; that 
where necessary a suitable dwelling-house and offices should be erected for him, 
and that his holding be separated from that of his neighbour by a strong boun- 
dary fence, and that until the new houses were erected, each tenant should con- 
tinue to occupy their present dwellings, 

As an encouragement to industry, each tenant, whose allotment or farm did 
not contain at least 10 statute acres of arable land, well drained and fenced, 
was allowed the value of the labour required to fence and drain the extent 
necessary to complete 10 statute acres of arable land. Limestone, was also sup- 
plied to him sufficient to manure the land so fenced and drained ; the tenant to 
draw and burn the lime, and till, at his own expense; but no improvements 
should be paid for which had not been agreed to and laid out by the resident 
agent of the estate. 

The amount of cash paid to the tenant for such fencing, draining, and supply 
of limestone to be charged on the farm by an increase of rent, as follows : 

For the first seven years, at the rate of 4 per cent. 

For the second seven years, at the rate of 4| per cent. 

For the third seven years, at the rate of 5 per cent. 

For any additional improvement which might be made under the direction of 
the resident agent in draining, fencing, and liming over and above 10 acres, the 
tenant was allowed one-half of the value of the labour and the cost of limestone ; 

and 
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and in this case, as in the former, tlie rent was increased in proportion to the Report of 

outlay, according to the foregoing scale, the payment of such increased rent to Gr *ff‘ lh > Esr l- 

commence from the year subsequent to that in which the advance had been 
made. 

In carrying out the arrangement the following plan was adopted : — 

Every district or townland formerly held in common by, say from six to lo 
or 12 families, was subdivided into a proportionate number of farms ; but, as 
already mentioned, some families held a larger share of the common farm than 
others, and who in consequence had a larger stock of cattle and more arable 
land under cultivation : to act justly, it became necessary to lay out the different 
farms or lots to suit those proportions or shares. When four out of 10 or 12 held 
equal proportions, which, collectively, amounted to one-half of the whole farm, 
it became necessary to divide the common farm into two equal parts, one of 
which was again to be subdivided into four lots, as nearly as possible of equal 
value ; and in such cases the tenants drew, lots, on each of which was marked a 
letter, as A. B. C. and D., and on the map to which these lots referred corre- 
sponding letters were marked, so that each man the moment he had drawn his 
lot knew by the map the portion of the common farm he was to possess. 

A similar system was followed in allotting the remaining smaller divisions ; 
and in those cases, where any of the partners had failed to pay his portion of 
the rent due, and who had not sufficient cattle to stock a lot equal to his original 
share of the common farm, to such persons a small or labourer’s lot was adjudged, 
and the remainder was allocated by lot among the other families ; on the whole, 
the arrangements were carried out in a manner so public and conciliatory, and 
full reasons being given in each case for the division made, that the tenancy of 
the whole estate, consisting of 5,000 acres, was remodelled in two days, and every 
man was in undisputed possession, and without a murmur, of the farm which 
was adjudged to him, or which fell to him by lot. 

Subsequently to the completion of the new allotments, the tenants on the 
estate exerted themselves^ to carry out the system laid down, but many diffi- 
culties were encountered in consequence of the frequent failure of the crops, and 
particularly the potato crop, which, as heretofore, continued to be the principal, 
if not the sole, food of the people. 

Thus, in the year 1838, owing to deficiency in the potato crop, the price of 
potatoes, particularly in the exposed hilly district surrounding King William’s 
Town, was double that of ordinary years: the tenants had neither food of their 
own nor money to purchase, hence it became necessary to introduce 400 l. worth 
of provisions, which were disposed of to the tenants at a reduction of one-third 
of the cost price in payment for work done by them, either in making the 
boundary fences of tlieir own farms, or on the farm roads, or other works con- 
nected with the estate generally, the detail of which is given at length in my 
Report, printed by order of the House of Commons, dated 16 July 1839. 

From the year 1839 up to 1846 the improvement of the lands of the estate 
were continued with only occasional interruptions ; but though much was done 
in each year, owing to the frequent recurrence of bad seasons, the tenants on the 
whole did not thrive; and the moderate rents which they were expected to pay, 
as per agreement, exhibited a considerable and an annually increasing arrear. 

It is true that some, who were industrious and honest, were enabled to pay 
what was due, to live comfortably, and retain a reasonable surplus ; but these 
were the few ; the many were indolent ; and it always happened that those who 
possessed the best farms, and who, in comparison to others, were best enabled to 
pay their rents, were the most backward and unwilling to do what was fair and 
honest. 

Taking into consideration the equitable agreements made with the tenants, the 
employment given, and the allowances made for improvements on the several 
farms, I feel assured that, had the tenants used common exertion, they would 
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Report of have been all comfortable, and out of debt to the Crown, up to the end of the 
R. Griffith, Esq. year 1845 ; and several who were among those least advantageously located were 

in that position ; but in the year 1840 the potato failure commenced, and with 

it the food of the people ceased ; the quantity of oats sown was trifling, and 
hence they had nothing to depend on for existence but the produce of the 
butter and the sale of their young’ stock. By selling their butter by antici- 
pation to the butter merchants in Cork previously to its being produced, the 
tenants were enabled to purchase Indian meal and other food ; but in the autumn, 
when the last of the butter was delivered to the merchants, the amount due to 
them on account of their advance in the spring absorbed a considerable portion 
of the produce, and hence the residue left was generally inadequate to pay the 
rent due, and in consequence the arrear increased. 

The year 1847 was but a repetition of 1846, and 1848 of 1847. In the years 
1849 and 1850 matters mended a little, but still the amount received, though 
considerable, was rarely sufficient to cover the current rent, as will appear by 
reference to the following table of rent and arrears, the total amount of the 
annual rental being 706 1. 8 5. 











ARREARS 


AT 










THAT 


TIME. 


In the year ended 31st March 1846, the receipts-] 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


S. 


d. 


for rents received, including allowances fori 
work done, amounted to - - -J 


793 


6 




643 


7 


n 


In 1847 - - 


535 


12 


Hi 


i 881 


15 


iof 


,,1848 


710 


6 


7J 


933 


17 


n 


1849 - ------ 


491 


15 


3 


1,204 


- 


12 


„ 1850 


710 


14 


3 


1,233 


9 


U 


„ 1851, year ended 31st March - 


674 


9 


7 


1,269 


11 


92 



Under the. peculiarly distressing circumstances in which the tenants were 
generally placed, the above must be on the whole considered as rather a favour- 
able showing ; but still some of the tenants who possessed the best farms were 
heavily in arrear, and made less exertion than others to pay any rent ; hence in 
the years 1849 and 1850 it was considered necessary to dispossess two of those 
most in arrear, but before doing so, offers were made by your Board, and thank- 
fully accepted by many of the defaulting tenants, that on giving up possession of 
the lands their passage would be paid to America. 

Ibis .offer was accepted by the heads of 22 families, and in consequence 172 
men, women and children sailed for America during the years 1849 and 1850 , 
and those who had farms, and who would not consent to go to America, on 
surrendering their farms, were placed in labourers’ houses, and employment has 
been given them up to the present time on the lands which are in the hands of 
the Commissioners. 

Under present circumstances, when the potato, hitherto considered to be the 
main stay of the people, had become a precarious crop, and in consequence has 
ceased to be their sole food, it becomes necessary to enlarge the extent of 
mountain grazing farms; and, acting on this principle, the farms of the several 
tenants, who have been dispossessed have been given to those comparatively 
industrious tenants who have remained, and thus a wholesome groundwork has 
been laid for future prosperity ; at the same time, under present circumstances, 
if the estate can be sold at a reasonable rate, it would appear to be desirable to 

dispose 
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dispose of it before November next, as no doubt the feeling prevails tliat the Report of 

Crown property should pay little rent; and hence it is probable, if the estate Griffith, Esq. 

were in the hands of a private individual, the rents would be paid, and the 

tenants in consequence would become more industrious and contented. 

In conclusion, I must say, that although the general results of the improve- 
ments at King William’s Town have not been equal to those originally antici- 
pated, still the example has induced many imitators in the surrounding district : 
the neighbouring farmers, witnessing the superior crops raised not only on the 
Model Farm, but on the tenants’ lots, many of whom have obtained excellent 
crops of turnips as well as of oats from drained mountain land, have themselves 
commenced draining and reclaiming to a considerable extent ; hence the principal 
object which led to the experimental improvements at King William’s Town 
has been obtained ; and had it not been for the succession of disastrous seasons, 
and the total failure of the potato crop, a very different result would have been 
obtained from that which 1 have had to record. 



I have, &c. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, (signed) Richard Griffith. 

5 June 1851. 
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APPENDIX. 



REPORT furnished by Mr. Michael Boyan, Superintendent ofthe Estate, showing the several 
Sums which have been Expended between the 1 st of April 1844 and 31st of December 
1850 ; the previous Expenditure being contained in my Report dated July 1844. 



Fencing. 

Following the arrangement of expenditure adopted in previous reports, I commence 
wilh fencing ; the extent of boundary fences made by the tenants between farms, trom tne 
1st April 1844 to the 31st March I860, is as follows 



Boundary fences - 
Fences made within farms 



M. F. F. 
882 l equal to 2 6 2 £ 
■ 7,633 „ 23 6 33 



Total - - - 8,515 \ 



28 4 35 ^ 



The cost of making the foregoing, including the repairs of fences, and making and 
repairing of embankments on the River Blackwater, where it forms the boundary of the 
estate, amounts to 522 1. 3 s. 9 



This sum was paid to the tenants on the estate, and earned by them in the winter seasons, 
and between the completing of the spring works and the commencement of the harvest at 
the several years from 1844 to 1860 inclusive. 



Heathy Mountain Reclaimed. 

The extent of heathy mountain reclaimed during the last six years is as follows 

A. It. F. 

- 78 1 o 

- 77 8 0 

- 114 0 0 

- 29 1 0 

- 20 0 0 
- 39 3 0 

Model Farm- - - - - - ' -1100 



Total - - - 370 0 0 



Toorecnclassagh • 
Tooreenglarrihy - 
Glencollins, Upper 
Carragoins - 
Meenganine - 
Town Farm - 



Carrendiiliceen Quarey. 

Tiw quantity of limestone drum to the estate it. each year from the quarry St Carren- 
dulkeen, from lone 1844 to the 81st December 1850. is as follows 



The Year ending 31st March 1845 
} „ 1846 

» 1847 

„ 1848 

„ 1849 

« 1850 

” 31st December 1850 



Tons. 

798 
1,587 
1,078 
1,362 
940 
888 
777 J 

7,430 I 



barrels to each ton, 1S . 37 > j f 407 i barrels : of which 850 barrels were used for 

SnS - 

for manure. Limekilns 
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Limekilns Built. 

In addition to 36 limekilns, Wit previous to April 1844 eight moto have einoe been 
built, making a total of 44 limekilns at present in working order. 

The cost of one ton of limestone, or five barrels of lime, when burned and delivered on 
ilia estate, is 4 s. 1 d„ being at tlie rate of 11 d. per barrel. 

Emigration. 

n the months of September 1048 and Ootober 1056, 172 individuals emigrated 

to New S from this estate, and the whole of the expense of this emigration, amounting to 
811 Z 12 s - 1 d., was borne by the Crown. 

and schoolmistress. 



Report of 
11. Griffith, Esq 



s 

I 

I 






Comparative 



Statement of the Payments made by the Tenants 
from 1842 to i860 inclusive. 



in different Years, 



The gross Rental, as determined by Mr. Griffith in the year 1839, amounted to 



706 l. 8 5. — — 




RECEIVED, 


ARREARS. 


— 


£. s. d. 


TS 

l ^ 


Payments made in the year ended 81st March 1842 


660 16 1 4 


401 10 2 


„ 1843 


684 0 3 & 


648 12 G$ 


„ 1 844 


673 12 6 $ 


683 3 4$ 


» 1845 


; 748 11 6 


1 671 12 3 


„ 1840 


793 0 8 J 


643 7 9 3 


„ 1847 


535 12 11 £ 


881 5 10 J; 


» 1848 


711) 6 7 J 


933 17 1$ 


» 1340 


401 16 3 


1,204 - 1 1 


» 185° 


710 14 3 


1,233 9 1 1 


» 186! 


674 0 7 


1,269 11 9 2 



It appears from the foregoing that m ffie ymrrs 184o “^184 ^ addition to 

fte^nnuaTren.' andlS suSquentl, they continued t„ pay ns much as oonld be exported 
urMer* the difficult ciroumstanees in which they were placed. m 

theMEFafm* amonX?o“nbCk anf dromes', ^d’ Sestimated value to 

reduction in the rate of stock belonging 10 the tenants. 

Taking kite .consideration 

in their rents have emigrated t0 . ^“‘“XoflSnlers' allotments, there is every prospect 
have given np iheir farms, ” w l 10 se Karras have been increased rn proportion to their 
and he enabled to pay their rents regu lar y. ^ 

heSrCifev" 

and hitherto nearly their sole food. Hitherto 

637- B 3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



REPORT ON THE IMPROVEMENTS ON THE 



Report of Hitherto no increase of rent has been received proportioned to the expenditure that has 

R. Griffith, Esq. been incurred by the Commissioners in paying for fences, and for draining and reclaiming 
. land. 

According to the valuation lately made by Mr. Cox, for the General Tenement 
Valuation, it appears that notwithstanding the depreciation in the rate of agricultural pro- 
duce generally, which has taken place within the last five years, the lands, in their present 
comparatively improved state, exceed the valuation made by Mr. Griffith, in the year 
3839, by 44/. 12s. 2d. 



NAMES OF TOWNLANDS. 


Original ! 
Valuation previous 

Improvements. 


Mr. Griffith’s 
Valuation in 
1839. 


Mr. Cox’s 
Valuation in 
1850. 






£>, s. d. 


£. S. d. 


£. s. d. 


Tooreenclassagh 




- - -r 


101 12 10 


115 9 1 


Tooreenglarrihy ----- 




- - - 


153 13 8 


157 1 8 


Glencollins, Upper ----- 




- - - 


110 - 10 


173 1 - 


Model Farm, or Glencollins, Lower - 




676 14 4 , 


136 1 8 £ 


142 10 11 


Carragoins - - 




- - - 


84 19 7 j 


91 19 8 


Meenganine ------ 1 




- - - 


58 8 6 , 


49 15 10 


Town Farm, and Houses, &e. - - - J 




- - - 


144 7 3J 


102 18 7 


Total - - - £. 


575 14 4 


788 4 7 


832 16 9 



I think it probable that, with ordinary seasons, the tenants will in future, if required, be 
able to pay rents equal to M r. Cox’s valuation, which will give an increase over the valuation 
of 1839, on an average, 44/. 12s. 2d. per annum. 

Hitherto the King William’s Town estate has made no actual return in money for the 
sum expended on its improvement, hut this has in a great measure been occasioned by the 
large outgoings connected with the estate in possession of the Crown, and which nearly 
absorbed the entire return. 

These expenses are as follows: — 




CROWN 
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Report of 

JR. Griffith, Esq. 



STATEMENT of Receipts and Expenditure on the 



Year 

commencing 


EXPENDITURE. 


1844: 

April l - 1 




£. s- d. 


£. s. d. 


To balance in favour of Mr. Boyan - 
To amount expended on buildings, &c. 


284 9 11 


14 17 lOj 






To amount expended on fencing, liming, &c. 
&c. 


347 1 11 






To amount expended on schools, dispensaries, 
county cess, &c. ----- 


231 12 8 


863 4 6 




Town and Model Farm : 








To amount expended on reclamation * 


11 17 3 






To amount expended on cultivation, &c. 


303 3 5 






To amount expended on cattle purchased 


1 17 - 






To amount expended on grazing of cattle 


9 - - 






To amount expended on one year’s rent of 
Model Farm - - £. 135 - - 








To amount expended on one 

year’s rent of Lot 30 - 20 - - 

To amount expended on one 
year’s rent of part of Town 
Farm ... - II 5 6 


166 5 6 








406 3 2 














1,373 5 6$ 




Balance on hands ----- 


- , . 


908 9 10$ 






£. 


2,281 15 


1845: 
April 1 


To amount expended on buildings 


350 10 






To amount expended on fencing, liming, &c. 


297 12 SI 






To amount expended on schools, dispen- 
saries, &c. ------ 

To amount expended on Mr. Boyan’s salary 
and travelling expenses for the year ended 
March 1845: 


220 18 lg 






Salary - - , - £.200 - - 

Expenses - - - 13 1 9 
























Town and Model Farm : 








To amount of reclamation - 


47 6 2 






To amount of cultivation and feeding cattle - 


308 10 6i 






To amount of cattle purchased - 


34 14 4 






To amount of rent of Model Farm, and part 
of Town Farm and Lot 30 


163 5 G 






To balance on hands - 




838 3 7J 






£. 


2,477 9 -l 
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Crown Estate, from 1 April 1844 to 31 December 1850. 



Report of 
R. Griffith, Esq. 
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Report of 
R. Griffith, Esq. 



Statement of Receipts and Expenditure 



Year 

commencing 


EXPENDITURE. 


1846 ; 

April 1 - 1 


ro amount expended on buildings and repairs 
Po amount expended on fencing, liming, &c. 
ro amount expended on schools, dispensa- 
ries, &c. - - ' _ _ ' 

ro amount expended on provision for tenants 
ro amount of Mr. Boyan’s salary and travel- 
ling expenses for the year ended 31st March 
1846 : 

Salary - - £. 200 - - 

Expenses - - 14 17 9 


£. s. d. 
244 2 8 i 
603 4 4 

241 12 10 £ 
124 7 10 


£. t . d. 












Toavn and Model Farm: 

To amount expended on reclamation - 
To amount expended on cultivation and feed- 
ing cattle - - - * ' 

To amount expended on cattle purchased - . 
To amount expended on rents of Model 
farm, &c. ------ 


66 18 8J 

363 11 11 
5 - - 

166 5 6 






To balance on hand* ----- 




1 15 11 






£. 


1,911 17 7 


1847: 
April 1 


To amount expended on buildings and repairs 
To amount expended on fencing, liming, See. 
To amount expended on schools, county 
eess, &c. - - -_ 

To amount expended on provision for tenants 
To amount of Mr. Boyan’s salary and tra- 
velling expenses for the year 1847 - 


86 12 9 
558 17 7 J 

410 10 3j 
44 12 7 

211 16 2 | 






Town and Model Farm: 

To amount expended on reclamation - 
To amount expended on cultivation, &c. 

To amount expended on cattle purchased - 
To amount expended on rents of farms 


80 6 9 
360 14 10 J 
30 14 - 
166 5 6 






To; balance on hands - 


- - - 


28 14 4 ! 






£. 


, 1,927 2 11 


1848: 
April 1 


To amount of Mr. Boyan's salary and travel- 
ling-expenses for the year ended 3 1st March 
1848 , having been transferred in the Office 
of Woods, &c,,from the account for the year 
1848 - - 

To amount expended on buildings - 

To amount expended on fencing, liming, &c. 
To amount expended on schools, county cess, 
tithes, &c. - - - * 

To amount of Mr. Boyan’s salary and travel- 
ling expenses for the year ended 31st March 
• 1849 ------- 


45 10 6 4 
414 6 6 

309 12 
210 13 4 


213 4 5. 

r 




Town and Model Farm: 

To amount expended on reclamation - 
To amount expended on cultivation and feed 
ing cattle - 

To amount expended on cattle purchased 
To amount expended on rents of farms 


86 1 3 

277 3 10 
6 - - 
166 5 6 


- 634 10 7 






£ 


1,727 17 6$ 
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Crown Estate, from 1 April 1844 to 31 December i860— continued. 



Report of 
R. Griffith., Esq. 



Year 


RECEIPT. 


1840: 




£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


September 26 


By balance on hands ----- 


~ 


838 3 7 l 




By cash from London, being the amount of 








Mr. Boyan’a salary and travelling expenses 








for the year ended 31st March 1846 


- 


214 17 9 




By amount of rents of farms and grazing of 








cattle - 


489 C 10 | 






By amount of rents of houses in the village - 


46 0 1 










535 12 11 $ 




By sales of farm produce for the year ended 








31st March 1847 




33 s 3 3 






£. 


1,911 7 7 


1847 : 


By balance on hands ----- 


- 


1 16 11 




By cash from London, being the amount of 








Mr. Boyan’s salary, &c. for the year 1847 


- 


211 15 2 


October 20 - 


By cash from London 


- ' - 


600 - - 




By rent of farms, and grazing of cattle 


070 16 10 i 






By rent of houses ----- 


39 9 9 










710 6 1 | 




By Bales of farm produce for the year ended 








31st March 1848 




603 6 2 J 






£. 


1,927 2 11 


1848: 








July 11 


By balance on hands - - 


■ 


28 14 4$ 




By cosh from the Office of Woods, &c. 


■ - - 


400 - - 




By amount of rents of farms, and grazing of 








cattle, received ----- 


467 5 ftj 






By amount of rents of houses in the village - 


24 9 6 j 










491 16 3 




By amount of sales of farm produce, for one 








year, to 31st March 1849 


■ 


480 2 1 


1840 : 








March 31 - 


By balance due to Mr. Boyan - - - 




377 6^84 






£. 


1,727 17 Si 






1 
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Report of 
li. Griffith, Esq. 



Statement of Receipts and Expenditure on the Crown 



Year 

commencing 



1849 : 
1 April 



EXPENDITURE. 



1860: 
l ApriL 



To balance due to Mr. Boyan in 1849 
To amount expended on buildings and 
repairs ------- 

To amount expended on fencing, draining, &c. 
To amount expended on schools, county 
cess, &c. ------ 

To Mr. Boyan's salary and expenses - 

Town and Model Farm : 

To amount expended on reclamation - 
To amount expended on cultivation and 
feeding cattle - 

To amount expended on cattle purchased - 
To amount expended on rents of Model 
Farm, &c. - 



£. s . 


d. 


76 11 


si 


299 13 


-* 


346 7 


4j 


213 15 


- 


60 1 


8 


290 18 


o* 


54 15 


0 


166 5 


6 


£. 



To balance due to Mr. Boyan - 
To amount expended on buildings and 
repairs ----- - - 

To amount expended on fencing, liming, 
&c. &c. ------- 

To amount expended on schools, dispensaries, 
county cess, tithes, poor-rates, &c. - 



Town and Model Farm Expenditure from 
1 April to 31 December 1860 : 

To amount expended on reclamation - 
To amount expended on cultivation and 
feeding cattle - 

To amount expended on sheep purchased 
To one year’s rent of Model Farm and part of 
Town Farm ; also, Lot 36 



To balance on Mr. Boyan’s hands 



11 ll 

172 10 9J 
216 6 2 



233 13 2 i 
10 18 6 



377 6 8 £ 



160 14 8 1 



442 7 9 i 
80 4 10 1 



£. 1,072 14- G J 



King William’s Town,! 
10 May 1831. / 
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Report of 
11 Griffith , Esq. 



Estate, from 1 April 1844 to 31 December 1860 — continued. 





Year 


RECEIPT. 




1849: 
1 May 


By cash from the Office of Woods, &c. 


£. Sw d. 


£. t. d. 
377 5 8 




t3 July 


Ditto - - - ditto - 




200 - - 




1 November 


By amount of rents of farms and grazing of 
cattle, received ----- 


671 11 9 J 








By amount of rents of houses 


39 2 6 J 


710 14 3 

.446 19 6 J 






By amount of sales of farm produce - 


- - - 






By balance due to Mr. Boyan - 




160 14 8£ 








£. 


1,885 14 -i 




1860: 

9 November 


1 By cash from the Office of Woods, &c. 




115 14 3 






By amount of rents of farms and grazing of 
cattle for the year, to 1 November 1860 - 


0S1 - 10 








By amount of rents of houses for the year, 
to 1 November 1850 - 


23 8 9 












674 fl 7 






By amount of sales of farm produce, from 
1 April to 31 December 1860 - 




282 10 9 1 








£. 


1,072 14 6 4 



(signed) Michael Boyan. 



$ 37 - 
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